
 

 

Title:  Level 3 NVQ Diploma in Materials Process 

and Finishing (QCF) 
 

At a glance … 

Qualification code:   600/9795/4 

Level:      3 

Credit value:    Min 95—Max 261 

Guided learning hours:  Min 309—Max 652 

Minimum learner age:  16 

Registration end date:  31st March 2016 

Certification end date:  31st March 2018 

 



 

 

What is this qualification? 

This qualification is a National Vocational Qualification (NVQ).  It involves the skills and 
knowledge needed for occupations in materials process and finishing including the ability to or-
ganise work and identify and prevent problems. NVQ’s are based on national occupational stand-
ards, which the learner must meet to be competent in a particular task.  The achievement of 
NVQ’s will encourage an employee to value their contribution to the workplace, and it will develop 
their skills and potential within the materials process and finishing field. 

Who is this qualification for? 

 Individuals who need recognition of their competence in one or more of a wide variety of 
materials process and finishing activities and also need a nationally recognised qualification 
at Level 3 

 learners who are undertaking a Semta Apprenticeship and  wish to progress onto an ad-
vanced Apprenticeship 

 those who are working in a materials process and finishing environment and would like to 
work towards a relevant Level 3 qualification 

 those who are new to materials process and finishing but are looking for a career change 
and wish to develop new skills within the industry. 

What are the learner pre-requisites? 

There are no entry qualifications or age limits required by learners to undertake this qualification 
unless this is a legal requirement of the process or the environment. Assessment is open to any 
learner who has the potential to achieve the assessment criteria set out in the assessment 
routes. 

Where does this qualification lead? 

On completion of this qualification it can form part of an Apprenticeship framework at Level 3, 
and provides a base for other Level 3 qualifications, and progression to a range of Level 4 qualifi-
cations and also employment. 

What does it cover? 

The skills and knowledge in one or more of a wide variety of materials process and finishing ac-

tivities including: 

 moulding and core making   
 casting metal 
 casting inspection  
 pressure die casting  
 surface finishing  
 plastic injection moulding 
 heat treatment. 



 

 

How is the qualification assessed? 

The qualification is assessed by: 
 
 portfolio of assessment  
 verbal/written questioning 
 witness testimony 
 assessor observations. 
 
Performance evidence must be the main form of evidence gathered. In order to demonstrate con-
sistent competent performance for a unit, a minimum of three different examples of performance 
of the unit activity will be required. 
 
It is recommended that where possible evidence is gathered holistically and that the assessment 
evidence for the mandatory units is gathered during the performance of the optional units. Evi-
dence should be obtained as a whole where practically possible, since competent performance in 
the optional assessment routes is often dependent on competence in the mandatory assessment 
routes. 
 
Learners are not required to complete an exam for this qualification. 

How is the qualification delivered? 

Competence based qualifications are undertaken in the learner’s workplace.  

Related qualifications 

 EAL qualifications in Functional Skills and Essential Skills Wales 

 EAL Level 3 Diploma in Casting Technology (QCF)  

 EAL Level 3 Diploma in Engineering and Technology (Progressive) (QCF) 

 EAL Level 3 Diploma in Engineering Technology (QCF) 

 EAL Level 3 NVQ Extended Diploma in Materials Processing and Finishing (QCF) 



 

 

www.eal.org.uk 

To find out more about EAL qualifications and services 

please contact our customer services team on: 

Telephone: +44 (0) 1923 652400 

Fax: +44 (0) 1923 652401 

Email: customercare@eal.org.uk 

Why choose EAL? 

EAL is the specialist, employer recognised awarding organisation for the engineering,  

manufacturing, building services and related sectors.  
 

For all our customers this means having access to: 
 

 industry-led qualifications that match workplace skills needs the widest portfolio of  

industry-relevant qualifications 

 support from a dedicated, expert External Verifier 

 complete pathways for all learners seeking a career in industry free, high quality  

support materials 

 a flexible and responsive customer services team 

 qualifications that are recognised by professional and trade bodies 

 extensive news, events and networking facilities. 

What to do next … 

Visit www.eal.org.uk—or use your 

smartphone to scan the barcode 

and go direct ... 


